
The Shape of the World 

Book 1 - Geographical Worlds 
Chapter 1 - Imagining the World 

- Introduces contested geographical imaginations and the use of maps for 
these. 
- Views of nature (value, use) are contested as is space as such. 
- Explores development and problems of mapmaking, representation. 
- Traveler's tales shape our understanding of foreign places. 

Chapter 2 - Local Worlds 
- Introduces the triangular trade and the black diaspora. 
- Local places are connected to the global which shapes how we construct 
these places. 
- Looks at the Irish diaspora in Liverpool and its musical connections to the 
homeland. 

Chapter 3 - Global Worlds 
- Introduces globalization, social space and historical time. 
- Looks at out-of-scale images of globalization, how some pictures are more 
suggestive. 
- Explores transnational companies and looks at deep integration 
- Examines claims about global culture and implications on national states. 
- Shows that the world is unevenly developed and looks at solutions to this 
(global governance). 

Key Concepts  & Writers 
Geographical imagination, contested nature, maps, interconnection, diaspora, 
deep integration, globalization. global culture,  uneven development. 

Book Summary 
- Introduces contested geographical imaginations and the use of maps for 
these. 
- Introduces the triangular trade and the black diaspora. 
- Local places are connected to the global which shapes how we construct 
these places. 
- Looks at the Irish diaspora in Liverpool and its musical connections to the 
homeland. 
- Looks at out-of-scale images of globalization, how some pictures are more 
suggestive. 
- Examines claims about global culture and implications on national states. 

Book 2 - A Shrinking World? 
Chapter 1 - Annihilation space?: the speedup of communications 

- Instant coverage of war (e.g. Iraq) with only one side represented. 
- New transports: distance declines in significance, an increased pace in life is 
claimed. 
- Worldwide coverage and link of telegraph: a global village? 

Chapter 2 - Crossing borders: footloose multinationals? 
- Introduces multinational and transnational corporations (global economy), 
looking at the uneven distribution of the big players: regionalization rather 
than globalization. 



- Introduces subcontracting and other forms of direct/ indirect overseas 
involvement. 

Chapter 3 - Controlling space: global cities 
- Introduces the concept of world cities (global cities) and their connections. 
- Looks at concentration of headquarters and investments. 
- Examines global migration and social polarization in cities and across 
countries. 

Chapter 4 - Dirty connections: transnational pollution 
- Shows how pollution is a global phenomenon and how it reaches globally. 
- Looks at different forms of pollution (air, water, land, genetic) 
- Examines the links between industrial activity and pollution. 
- Pollution havens are linked to international debt: resulting in transnational 
pollution. 

Chapter 5 - Consuming spaces: global tourism 
- Looks at the historical development of travelling and tourism, including an 
outlook on the future of (sustainable?) travel. 
- Introduces the concepts of foreign exchange leakages, social distancing and 
the demonstration effect. 

Chapter 6 - Uneven worlds 
- Looks at claims of the end of geography and argues that place matters still 
(or even more) in a globalized world. 
- Examines the unequal distribution of cause and effect of transnational 
pollution. 
- Places are interconnected: periphery and core cannot be separated. 

Key Concepts  & Writers 
Time-space convergence, time-space distanciation, interdependence, global 
village, global economy, global cities, social polarization, global warming, 
pollution haven, tourist gaze, foreign exchange leakage, demonstration effect. 
the end of geography. 

Book Summary 
- The uneven distribution of the big players: regionalization rather than 
globalization. 
- Introduces subcontracting and other forms of direct/ indirect overseas 
involvement. 
- Introduces the concept of world cities (global cities) and their connections. 
- Examines global migration and social polarization in cities and across 
countries. 
- Shows how pollution is a global phenomenon and how it reaches globally. 
- Examines the links between industrial activity and pollution. 
- Pollution havens are linked to international debt: resulting in transnational 
pollution. 
- Examines the unequal distribution of cause and effect of transnational 
pollution. 

Book 3 - An Overcrowded World? 
Chapter 1 - Paradise lost, or the conquest of wilderness 

- Introduces wilderness, contested view of nature with its consequences. 
- Outlines the historical conquest of wilderness, looking at remaining frontiers 
(Alaska). 
- Looks at the changed organization of society and impacts on nature. 



Chapter 2 - Population and environmental change: the case of Africa 
- Claims that overpopulation has to be seen as a relative term. 
- Looks at birth and death rates to examine fertility. 
- introduces positive and negative view of population growth and introduces 
Boserupian pathways as a solution to poverty and environmental degradation. 
- Questions the claims that the African environment is really more fragile than 
others. 

Chapter 3 - Stabilizing population growth: the European experience 
- Examines how Europe could stabilize its population by looking at marriage 
patterns, mortality decline and colonialization. 
- Looks at consumption patterns and the impact on the environment. 
- Looks at no-growth societies (Italy, Spain) and their problems. 

Chapter 4 - Sustainable resources? 
- Claims that the problem is the combination of population growth and 
economic growth. 
- Examines stock/ flow resources with regard to sustainability, innovation. 
- Looks at the conditions under which alternative energy can be successful. 
- Introduces fresh water as a source of conflict and looks at possible solutions. 

Chapter 5 - Trade globally, pollute locally 
- Looks at demand and supply af minerals for the industry, looking at 
preferential tax treatment, multiplier models and infrastructural development. 
- Uses minerals to introduce the idea of overdependence on one industry. 

Chapter 6 - Uneven development and sustainability 
- Summarizes chapter 1 to 5 (wilderness, population in Africa and Europe, 
sustainability) 
- Examines the role of uneven development in sustainable lifestyles. 
- Outlines different ways humans relate to nature (membership, reproduction, 
transformation, consumption, conception: how nature may be used). 

Key Concepts  & Writers 
Wilderness, modernity, anthropocentrism, ecocentrism, fertility, Malthus, 
Cornucopians, Boserupian pathways, sustainability, high/low-pressure 
regimes, consumption patterns, replacement level (fertility), stock/flow 
resources, multiplier models, infrastructural development, uneven 
development 

Book Summary 
- Introduces wilderness, contested view of nature with its consequences. 
- Outlines the historical conquest of wilderness, looking at remaining frontiers 
(Alaska). 
- Looks at the changed organization of society and impacts on nature. 
- Questions the claims that the African environment is really more fragile than 
others. 
- Looks at consumption patterns and the impact on the environment. 
- Claims that the problem is the combination of population growth and 
economic growth. 
- Uses minerals to introduce the idea of overdependence on one industry. 
- Examines the role of uneven development in sustainable lifestyles. 

Book 4 - A Place in the World? 
Chapter 1 - Migrations, globalization and place 

- Introduces displacement and migration and shows that they are not new. 



- Looks at push (reasons to go) and pull (reasons to come) forces of 
migration. 
- Gastarbeiters/ immigration control are used to illustrate the migration 
situation today. 
- Migration in a globalizing world is examined. 

Chapter 2 - The conceptualization of place 
- Examines the role of places in a globalized world. 
- Introduces activity spaces and boundary making in relation to place. 
- Looks at unequal interdependence and purified communities through 
rejection. 

Chapter 3 - Place and identity: a sense of place 
- Introduces the concept of sense of a place and examines the relationship 
between place and identity, identifying with and against a place. 
-Uses the example of Orientalism to show how the Other is created to define 
the self. 
- Englishness and its connections to the landscape are looked at. 

Chapter 4 - The contestation of place 
- Using examples from the Wye Valley, Honduras, Elveden (D. Singh) and 
Europe (illegal immigration)  to explore the extent and nature of contestation 
of place. 
- Examines how different views of place come to happen. 
- Looks at global factors shaping the local identity of a place. 
- Uses the example of Germany to show that place and sense of place are not 
consistent in time and space. 

Chapter 5 - New cultures for old 
- Examines the links between place, culture and identity and shows that 
culture is not place bound (e.g. diasporas). 
- Looks at the links between culture and nations and attempts to pure culture. 
- Argues that globalization has a major impact on culture (contact zones, 
hybridization).  

Chapter 6 - Places and cultures in an uneven world 
- Draws together the previous chapters, underlining key concepts and ideas. 
- No culture is pure: no authentic version to go back, cultures are made 
through interconnections. 
- Examines relations between place, identity and power  in relation to uneven 
development. 
- Openness of MNC and migrants treated differently because of different 
power relations. 

Key Concepts  & Writers 
Migration, push/pull factors (migration), activity space, boundary, identity, the 
Other,  sense of place, global constitution of the local, illegal immigration, 
meaning system, ethnicity, contact zone, globalization, transculturation 
(hybridization),  

Book Summary 
- Introduces displacement and migration and shows that they are not new. 
- Gastarbeiters/ immigration control are used to illustrate the migration 
situation today. 
- Introduces activity spaces and boundary making in relation to place. 
- Uses the example of Orientalism to show how the Other is created to define 
the self. 



- Looks at the links between culture and nations and attempts to pure culture. 
- Argues that globalization has a major impact on culture (contact zones, 
hybridization). 
- Examines relations between place, identity and power in relation to uneven 
development. 

Book 5 - A Global World? 
Chapter 1 - World Order and Political Space 

- Examines the globalization of modern political life and the notion of a new 
world order. 
- Outlines the concepts of power, sovereignty and global governance, 
focusing on their unevenness. 
- Introduces the internationalization of state and looks at realists accounts 
(claiming the continuing importance of sovereign states) and critical 
perspectives (looking at global connections). 

Chapter 2 - The Exaggerated Death of the Nation-state 
- Looks at factors above and below national-states and examines their impact. 
- Argues that states are not dead, but simple their authority has shifted. 
- Introduces the notion of new medievalism since authority is shared amongst 
many actors. 

Chapter 3 - The Drive to Global Regions? 
- Examines regionalism using the example of the EU where integration is 
furthest developed as well as NAFTA, WTO and the like. 
- Looks at uneven development and its role as an obstacle  or motivator for 
regional integration. 
- Looks at new political spaces and transnationalism. 

Chapter 4 - Global Options: Islamic Alternatives 
- Outlines Islam's potential as a transnational political force drawing on 
concepts of the state. 
- Underlines uneven development and cultural integration among Islamic 
states which together with different colonial histories lead to different views of 
the West. 

Chapter 5 - The Transnational Politics of the Environment 
- Identifies global ecological concerns as potential international political 
forces. 
- Examines images and the reality of global environmental problems, looking 
at local- global relations. 
- Argues that social and geographical unevenness mean that environmental 
concerns and impacts are not evenly distributed. 

Chapter 6 - Global Worlds and Worlds of Difference 
- Revisits the former chapters in book 5 and looks at transnational 
movements. 
- Argues that local and global scales cannot be separated and are not clear. 
- Looks at local politics and their global interconnectedness, drawing on Berlin 
as an example.  

Key Concepts  & Writers 
Realist and critical geopolitical perspectives, international regimes, 
internationalization of state, bifurcated world order, new world order, 
nationalism, imagined communities, new medievalism, state viability, 
intergovernmentalism, transnationalism, protectionism, enlarging (EU), 



deepening (EU), intergovernmentalism, sustainable development, scientific 
universalistic discourse, place marketing, transnational movements. 

Book Summary 
- Examines the globalization of modern political life and the notion of a new 
world order. 
- Introduces the internationalization of state and looks at realists accounts 
(claiming the continuing importance of sovereign states) and critical 
perspectives (looking at global connections). 
- Argues that states are not dead, but simple their authority has shifted. 
- Examines regionalism using the example of the EU with furthest integration 
and other examples. 
- Outlines Islam's potential as a transnational political force drawing on 
concepts of the state. 
- Underlines uneven development and cultural integration among Islamic 
states. 
- Argues that social and geographical unevenness mean that environmental 
concerns and impacts are not evenly distributed. 
- Argues that local and global scales cannot be separated and are not clear. 

Course 
Key Concepts 

Activity space, anthropocentrism, bifurcated world order, Boserupian 
pathways, boundary, deep integration, demonstration effect., diaspora, 
ecocentrism, fertility, foreign exchange leakage, geographical imagination, 
global cities, global constitution of the local, globalization, imagined 
communities, interconnection, interdependence, intergovernmentalism, maps, 
multiplier models, nationalism, new medievalism, place marketing, pollution 
haven, realist and critical geopolitical perspectives, scientific universalistic 
discourse, sense of place, social polarization, stock/flow resources, 
sustainability, the other, time-space convergence, time-space distanciation, 
transculturation, transnationalism, uneven development. 

Course Summary 
- Local places are connected to the global which shapes how we construct 
these places. 
- Introduces the concept of world cities (global cities) and their connections. 
- Introduces displacement and migration and shows that they are not new. 
- Uses the example of Orientalism to show how the Other is created to define 
the self. 
- Examines relations between place, identity and power in relation to uneven 
development. 
- Introduces the internationalization of state and looks at realists accounts and 
critical perspectives. 
- Argues that states are not dead, but simple their authority has shifted 
- Argues that social and geographical unevenness mean that environmental 
concerns and impacts are not evenly distributed. 
- Argues that local and global scales cannot be separated and are not clear. 

Key Issues in Course 
- Places: local and global in terms of their particular character and identities 
which change over time. 



- Nature and the environment: what this means to different groups in different 
parts of the world. 
- Social space: focus on links between people and places across the world 
and how distance and accessibility have taken on new meanings. 
- Geographical imaginations: not only about maps and how we see places but 
also about different views of social space, the way in which places are linked 
together, and different images of nature. 
- Globalization: links connecting places around the world encouraging a sense 
of the world as a whole. 
- Uneven development: explores the extent to which different parts of the 
world experience life unequally and unevenly, at both a global and a local 
level. 

Television Programmes 
TV 1 - Introduces conflicting geographical imaginations using the example of 
Chiapas' conflict over the use of land in Mexico. 
TV 2 - Looks at the globalization of news and entertainment, examining claims of 
global culture. 
TV 3  - Multinationals using Malaysia's cheap labour and how Malaysia is emerging 
as a regional centre in Asia.  
TV 4 - Examines the impacts of mass tourism using the cases of Hawaii, Malaysia 
and Indonesia. 
TV 5 - Shows how the notion of wilderness is created and looks at resulting conflicts 
from viewing an inhabited place as empty, indigenous people regaining their identity. 
TV 6 - Seeks to find reasons for low fertility in Italy in relation to  wider population 
decline. 
TV 7 - Introduces water as a resource and source of conflict (how to use it, who can 
use it). 
TV 8 - Outlines migration as a source of multicultural identity. 
TV 9 - Examines different views of Glasgow and how different images of a place 
shape the representation of the town. 
TV 10 - Looks at music in Mali, attempting to examine hybrid cultures and influences 
of links to the outside world, following the routes not roots idea. 
TV 11 - Examines the changing role of Berlin in the 20th Century: from Prussia to 
post- Cold War. 
TV 12 - Looks at Chinese networks over the world suggesting that this might pose a 
alternative globalization based on the East rather than the West. 

Audiocassettes 
AC 1a - Introduces the course and its structure. 
AC 1b - Shows that local worlds are made of relationships within place (locally) and 
globally using Liverpool as an example (e.g. slave trade) - book 1. 
AC 2a - Looks at financial globalization and introduces the notion of a shrinking 
world - book 2. 
AC 2b -  Introduces uneven development and looks at the project of the  Narvada 
dam development and local resistance - book 3. 
AC 3a - Discusses fishing as cultural difference and examines the process of 
othering - book 4. 
AC 3b - Talks about globalization and the political impacts such as regionalization - 
book 5. 



AC 4a - Revisits main themes of course: globalization, uneven development, 
geographical imagination - book 5. 
AC 4b -  Introduces different revision techniques for the exam, suggesting that book 
1 includes all, course guide centre pages present a course overview -exam. 


