
DD201 Sociology and Society 

Book 1 -  Understanding Everyday Life 
Chapter 1 - Home and everyday life 

- Investigates the historical development of the home and its associated 
culture of domesticity (women at home in private, men in the public). 
- Challenges the notion of everyday and suggests that it is socially 
constructed. 
- Explores temporal and spatial aspect of the home, routines and rhythms. 

Chapter 2 - Love is in the air: romance and the everyday 
- Defines romance as in classics (TV, books, pop culture) and explores how 
far romance is pre- scripted. 
- Explores how romance can be used to reinforce relations of power, esp. 
about gender. 
- The concept of everyday is contested in sociology. 

Chapter 3 - The street and everyday life 
- The street as a key location where everyday life occurs, yet viewed in 
different ways. 
- Explores how cultural images have influenced the way we look at the street. 
- Symbolic interaction (Chicago School) is concerned with the life in the 
streets. 
- Goffman's dramaturgical approach is introduced (we play- act a role). 

Chapter 4 - Everyday life and the economy 
- The industrial revolution influences time- space relationship. 
- Rhythms of life changed dramatically: clock-time, idea of leisure time and 
time belonging to the factory 
- Familiarity of consumer brands show how capitalism is prevalent in our 
society. 
- Extended use of credit these days leads to timeless time (the order of events 
is no longer chronological)  and destabilizes Protestant ethic. 

Chapter 5 - Home from home: the pub and everyday life 
- The pub is set in its social and historical context, traditionally dominated by 
men. 
- Participant observation is introduced (Mass- Observation of 1930s and 
1940s) 
- Introduction of ethical dilemmas of researchers (study open/ covert?) 
- Explores how everyday locations are shaped by social relations taking place 
within them. 

Chapter 6 - Community, everyday and space 
- Communities are characterized by routine, repetition and continuity; thus 
everyday. 
- New technologies (e.g. TV, communication) and social forces (e.g. upward 
mobility) affect communities. 
- Communities need not be physical to exist (e.g. dancers/ ravers, hackers). 
- Communities are created through identification with each other and against 
others. 

Chapter 7 - Accounting for the everyday 
- Changes of time- space in everyday lives leads to erosion of boundaries 



between micro- and macros- levels of sociological analysis. 
- Women and men experience time differently, due to (public/ private) work 
they do. 
- Spatial boundaries (of home) are not fixed, but open to contestation. 
- Everyday as a heterosexual space; nonconformists (gay) have to negotiate 
their space. 
- A positive view of everyday is possible, despite being characterized as 
routine and repetitive. This shows room for agency. 

Key Concepts & Writers 
Everyday life, social construction, Lefebvre, time and space, feminism, gender, 
Foucault, risk society, Frankfurt School, Toennis, Gemeinschaft (community), 
Gesellschaft (association), Chicago School, consumer culture, Protestant 
ethic, time- space distanciation, patriarchy, emotional labour. 

Book Summary 
- Explores temporal and spatial aspect of the home, routines and rhythms. 
- The street as a key location where everyday life occurs, yet viewed in 
different ways. 
- Explores how cultural images have influenced the way we look at the street. 
- The pub is set in its social and historical context, traditionally dominated by 
men. 
- Explores how everyday locations are shaped by social relations taking place 
within them. 
- Extended use of credit these days leads to timeless time (the order of events 
is no longer chronological)  and destabilizes Protestant ethic. 
- Communities are characterized by routine, repetition and continuity; thus 
everyday. 
- Communities are created through identification with each other and against 
others. 
- Women and men experience time differently, due to (public/ private) work 
they do. 
- Spatial boundaries (of home) are not fixed, but open to contestation. 

Book 2 - Social Differences and Divisions 
Chapter 1 - Place, lifestyle and social divisions 

- Introduces social differences, social divisions and social inequalities and 
examines how these are linked. 
- Examines how some places are negatively labelled.  
- Examines some of the inequalities created by the idea of place. 

Chapter 2 - Social exclusion and class analysis 
- Introduces class and examines links between subjective/ objective class. 
- Argues that class is still very important in people's lives (impact). 
- Introduces Bourdieu's concept of cultural capital and show that it seems 
more relevant than class as such to explain contemporary societies. 

Chapter 3 - Understanding gender divisions: feminist perspectives 
- Statistical data about current gender divisions in the Britain. 
- Outlines (historically) the emerge of feminism and its various strands. 

Chapter 4 - Race, power and knowledge 
- Race as a socially constructed category which is as important as class or 
gender. 
- Claims that race is linked to power and discourse (white usually 



unquestioned). 
- Shows that racial categories are not fixed but fluid in space and time. 
- Outlines the emerge of white domination and introduced racial 
governmentality.  

Chapter 5 - Citizenship 
- Citizenship as a means of identity, inclusion and exclusion to control access 
to community resources. 
- Citizenship is traditionally linked with paid work and thus creates inequalities. 
- Social changes have eroded routes to traditional citizenship. 
- Citizenship has become more global, fighting for the (post-national) rights of 
minorities. 

Chapter 6 - Social justice 
- Introduces the concept of social justice and focuses on distributive justice. 
- Examines the difficulties in tackling social inequalities (even with direct 
measures). 
- Introduces the idea of underclass and race as facets of social injustice. 

Chapter 7 - Education, housing and social justice 
- Applies the concept of social justice to education and housing. 
- Outlines the introduction of the welfare state in Britain, social democratic and 
market- orientated solutions and their impacts. 
- Shows that market forces lead to a widening of the distribution of wealth and 
income. 

Key Concepts  & Writers 
Bourdieu, cultural capital, racism, Marx, Weber, inequality, new social 
movements, postmodernism, discourse, poststructuralism, Wollstonecraft 
Mary, hegemony, stigma, citizenship, Marshall, underclass, multiculturalism, 
relative deprivation, welfare state. 

Book Summary 
- Claims that race is linked to power and discourse (white usually 
unquestioned). 
- Shows that racial categories are not fixed but fluid in space and time. 
- Citizenship is traditionally linked with paid work and thus creates inequalities. 
- Citizenship has become more global, fighting for the (post-national) rights of 
minorities. 
- Introduces the concept of social justice and focuses on distributive justice. 
- Examines the difficulties in tackling social inequalities (even with direct 
measures). 
- Introduces the idea of underclass and race as facets of social injustice. 
- Applies the concept of social justice to education and housing. 
- Shows that market forces lead to a widening of the distribution of wealth and 
income. 

Book 3 - Social Change 
Chapter 1 - Social change and city life 

- Introduces social change using the example of urbanization and its 
reordering of time and space. 
- Looks at technological inventions and their impact on city life (technological 
determinism) 
- Uses Engels to show how city life can be felt. 

Chapter 2 - Contesting times: conflicting histories in post- colonial contexts 



- Case study of postwar Australia, a change from colonial to postcolonial 
society. 
- Nations as social constructs. 
- Explores how Aboriginals were seen as primitive and backward. 
- Looks at multicultural Australia and contemporary critical histories. 

Chapter 3 - From industrial to information society 
- Explores how far new technologies shape society. 
- Castells promotes a revolutionary information society (network society). 
- Contrasted with a more evolutionary position (using Marx, Weber). 
 

Chapter 4 - New media and time- space reconfiguration 
- Explores whether new medias are annihilating time and space. 
- Introduces the idea of narrowcasting 
- Claims that consequences of new media are complex (beware 
straightforward claims). 

Chapter 5 - Up close and personal: the changing face of intimacy 
- Examines whether intimacy has been transformed across time and space. 
- Introduces the concept of disclosing intimacy, regarded as more equal and 
liberating. 
- Explores the gendered nature of the public/ private opposition.  

Chapter 6 - The regulation of the self 
- Looks at the regulation of self over space and time, especially of 
marginalized groups. 
- Introduces concepts of Foucault and Goffman. 
- Examines how regulation shifted from coercive authoritarian forms to 
self-regulation accompanied by expert discourses.  

Chapter 7 - Totalities and muliplicities: thinking about social change 
- Introduces epistemology and looks how sociology is effected by how we 
understand it. 
- Outlines two epistemological positions: totalizing (e.g. Marx, Castells, Walby) 
and multiple. (e.g. Foucault, Harraway), using the Gulf War as illustration. 
- Reviews the book and identifies links between chapters. 

Key Concepts  & Writers 
Engels, technological determinism, social control, modernity, Marx, 
urbanization, Chicago School, colonialism, culture, multiculturalism, 
nationalism, identity, critical history, social change, postindustrial society, 
Giddens, communication, Castells, disclosing intimacy, Foucault, self, 
totalizing and multiple epistemology.  

Book Summary 
- Looks at technological inventions and their impact on city life. 
- Case study of postwar Australia, a change from colonial to postcolonial 
society. 
- Explores whether new medias are annihilating time and space. 
- Claims that consequences of new media are complex (beware 
straightforward claims). 
- Examines whether intimacy has been transformed across time and space. 
- Introduces the concept of disclosing intimacy, regarded as more equal and 
liberating. 
- Looks at the regulation of self over space and time, especially of 
marginalized groups. 



- Introduces epistemology and looks how sociology is effected by how we 
understand it. 

Book 4 - The Uses of Sociology 
Chapter 1 - Mapping the field 

- There are three distinct traditions in sociology: rational-scientific, political and 
expressionist. 
- Each has different ideas about the purpose of sociology: fact-finding, a guide 
for social change, representing the meaning of social action, respectively. 
- There are differences within traditions and sociologists are often in between 
traditions. 

Chapter 2 - Sociology and government 
- Sociological knowledge influences government, for example 3rd Way and 
Blair's government. 
- Foucault identifies a different relationship between government and 
sociology: shows that particular knowledge always makes up particular power. 

Chapter 3 - The public sphere 
- Introduces Habermas' notion of public sphere and examines how it has 
changed, especially in the light of the emergence of new media. 

Chapter 4 - Tools for commerce? Sociology and economic life 
- Commonsense knowledge: sociology cut off from real world like other 
academic disciplines. 
- Classic sociology (Marx, Weber) focused on economic production, ignoring 
everyday experiences. 
- Economic life is shaped by academic and commercial practitioners while 
sociological knowledge and techniques are shaped by economic life which 
influences the way economy is seen. 

Chapter 5 - Sociology and social movements: theories, analyses and ethical 
dilemmas  

- Introduces two competing theories of social movements (RMT outsider 
perspective, NSM insider perspective) and looks at how these ideas influence 
the idea how sociologists do their research. 
- Looks at the fact-value dilemma in sociology. 

Chapter 6 - Sociology unbound 
- Examines the role of sociology as a parasite, using institutional racism as an 
example where sociology incorporated a concept from social movements. 
- Shows that sociology potentially influences government policy. 
- In the face of social change, sociology needs to address its own past to 
realize its full potential. 
- Shows that society and nation (nation-state) are often used as synonyms. 

Chapter 7 - Understanding the past and predicting the future: sociologists as 
prophets 

- Outlines different influences on sociology, namely the natural sciences and 
the humanities. 
- The former is generally linked to positivist approaches, trying to discover 
rational-scientific laws. 
- The latter is generally linked to interpretative approaches (expressionist 
tradition) concerned with meaning given to action. 
- Sociology incorporates diverse ways of knowing, leading to less focus on the 
grand narratives of science and progress, but instead on the complex 



transformations of cultures and societies. 
Key Concepts  & Writers 

Uses of sociology, detachment, value judgement, progress, value freedom, 
modernity, positivism, epistemology, paradigm, technical rationality, Gouldner, 
ethnography, Third Way politics, social exclusion, governmentality, Giddens, 
community, Foucault, public sphere, Habermas, privatization, anti-capitalism, 
consumer culture, semiotics, social movement, information society, RMT 
(resource mobilization theory), NSM (new social movement), Melucci, 
institutional racism, nation-state, post-colonialism, globalization, orientalism, 
society, positivism, rationality, modernity, Enlightenment. 

Book Summary 
- There are three distinct traditions in sociology: rational-scientific, political and 
expressionist.  
- Each has different ideas about the purpose of sociology: fact-finding, a guide 
for social change, representing the meaning of social action, respectively. 
- Foucault identifies a different relationship between government and 
sociology: shows that particular knowledge always makes up particular power.  
- Introduces Habermas' notion of public sphere and examines how it has 
changed. 
- Explores the mutual relationship between sociology and the economy.  
- Introduces two competing theories of social movements and how these 
ideas influence research. 
- Examines the role of sociology as a parasite. 
- Sociology incorporates diverse ways of knowing, leading to less focus on the 
grand narratives of science and progress, but instead on the complex 
transformations of cultures and societies. 

Course 
Key Concepts & Writers 

Chicago School, citizenship, consumer culture, critical history, cultural capital, 
disclosing intimacy, discourse, enlightenment., epistemology, 
ethnography,everyday life, feminism, Foucault, Frankfurt School, 
Gemeinschaft (community), Gesellschaft (association), globalization, identity, 
Lefebvre,market, modernity, multiculturalism, nation-state, new social 
movements,objectivity, orientalism, positivism, public sphere, rationality, 
semiotics, social exclusion,theretico-practical matrix, Third Way politics, time 
and space, totalizing and multiple epistemology, value freedom. 

Course Summary 
- The street as a key location where everyday life occurs, yet viewed in 
different ways. 
- Explores how everyday locations are shaped by social relations taking place 
within them.  
- Extended use of credit leads to timeless time (the order of events is no 
longer chronological). 
- Shows that racial categories are not fixed but fluid in space and time. 
- Citizenship is traditionally linked with paid work and thus creates inequalities. 
- Examines whether intimacy has been transformed across time and space. 
- Explores the purpose of sociological traditions: fact-finding (science), a guide 
for social change (political), representing the meaning of social action 
(expressionistic). 



- Foucault shows that particular knowledge always makes up particular power. 
- Introduces two competing theories of social movements and how these 
ideas influence research. 
- Sociology incorporates diverse ways of knowing, leading to less focus on the 
grand narratives of science and progress, but instead on the complex 
transformations of cultures and societies. 

Key Debates in Course 
- Post-industrialism: does the shift from industry to services signify a new 
society or simply a shift? 
- De-rationalization: less confidence in rational-scientific arguments, simply a 
temporary matter? 
- New social movements: eroding boundary public (ie. political) and private 
(identity, lifestyle), but are they a new thing? 
- Multiculturalism: the celebration of diversity, difference and mutual respect 
(maintain cultures). 
- Consumerism: consumption as a creation of identity, but not the only way. 
- Sexuality: feminist influences made gender/sex part of mainstream sociology 
and introduced wider suspicion to totalizing theories. 
- Globalization: do technological and economical developments undermine 
the nation-state? 
- Mediation: representation of events and lifestyle through (mass) media , but 
is everything mediated? 

Television Programmes and Videos 
TV 1 - Looks at the home in relation to everyday life, how different people relate to 
their home. 
TV 2 - Examines the role of the pub and introduces participant observation. 
TV 3 - Shows that Manchester remains as divided a city as Engels experienced it.  
TV 4 - Examines institutionalized racism using the case of Cincinnati in the USA. 
TV 5 - Using the national museum in Australia to examine post-colonialism and 
critical histories. 
TV 6 - Using parenthood, fertility and artificial reproduction as examples this 
programme is concerned with how the researcher's attitude influences the study, 
about ethics and the fact-value dilemma. 
Video 1 - Using protest as illustration how people attempt to provoke social change, 
against the existing order or from within. 
Video 2 - Introducing various research methods and examining the role of statistics: 
Guiness and campaign against teenage pregnancy are used as official and 
commercial examples. 

Audiocassettes 
AC 1 - Examines how radio helps to shape the everyday life of its audience. 
AC 2 - Looks at the links between music and their role in everyday life. 
AC 3 - Outlines different methods of sociological inquiry and looks at ethical issues. 
AC 4 - Examines what is meant by citizenship and how it is related to class. 
AC 5 - Looks at the links between gender and citizenship, how far the latter is based 
on the division between private and public spheres. 
AC 6 - Looks at some problems of Marshall's theory of citizenship, seeing gender 
and ethnicity as interlinked and introduces politics of recognition (different but equal). 



AC 7 - Ordering of time and space as indicators of social change using football as an 
example. 
AC 8 - Introduces research methods (especially discourse analysis) and looks at the 
criminalization and marginalization of asylum-seekers. 
AC 9 - Relates to the video 1 programme and features a general discussion of social 
change. 
AC 10 - Uses the events of 11 September 2001 in the USA to discuss the uses of 
sociology in  politics. 
AC 11- Using the example of semiotics looks at the relationship between commercial 
life and sociology. 
AC 12 - Explores some ethical questions (rights and wrongs) about doing social 
research. 
AC 13 - Revision tape, covering exam techniques and ideas about how to tackle the 
specimen exam. 

Method Booklets 
MB 1 - Introduces qualitative methods in the context of everyday life, covers 
ethnography, mass- observation and participant observation. 
MB 2 - Introduces quantitative data and differentiates between primary and 
secondary data, looks at different ways to present data: tables, graphs, histograms 
etc. 
MB 3 - Further discussion on primary and secondary data, introduces visual data 
(pictures, maps), the text (statistics, narratives) and looks at semiotics as well as 
discourse analysis. 
MB 4 - Introduces interpretivist and positivist research methods (using detectives as 
illustration) and looks at ethics involved in research, privacy and data protection as 
well as data deception. 


