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Outline

I What is representation?

I Political representation of ethnic groups

I Comparison to the representation of women
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Substantive and descriptive representation
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Why descriptive representation?

I Legitimacy

I Substantive representation

I Non-crystallized interests

I Conflict reduction

I Indication of status

I Symbolic value
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Explanations for Differences
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Approach

I New data (2006 onwards)

I Free and partly free countries (FH)

I 101 countries, 115 countries

I Comparing proportion in the population and in the
legislature

I Representation index R

R = 1− 1
2

∑n
i=1

∣∣ΠPop,i − ΠRep,i

∣∣
Didier Ruedin (Neuchâtel) Political Representation 5 December 2013 6 / 13



Approach

R = 1− 1
2

∑n
i=1

∣∣ΠPop,i − ΠRep,i

∣∣
I e.g. Georgia (simplified)

I 15.5% minorities in population

I 6.9% minorities in legislature
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Regional Differences
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Attitudes: Measured and Predicted
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Ethnic Groups and Women: Expectation
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Ethnic Groups and Women: Result
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Comparing 2006 and 2011



Discussion

I Differences between countries
I and across time

I Attitudes

I Salience
I Quotas

I Implementation

I Electoral engineering
I Strong elites
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